Getting Your A.C.T. Together Part 3

(Actions Concerning Trials)

Bible Study

Steps to Godly Decision Making Acts 1:14
1. Obedience

2. Unity/Fellowship

3. Prayer

In the Choosing of Matthais to take the place of Judas, God shows us that there is always preparation before elevation.  Why is this important?

1. Your gift can be greater than your character.

2. Your anointing can be greater than your integrity.

3. Elevation without preparation will always result in separation from God.

7 C’S TO GETTING ACT TOGETHER (ACTS 2)

Acts 2 is only possible because of the preparation made in Acts chapter 1.  It teaches us that many times it takes God longer to prepare us for what He has for us than it does for what we are waiting for to come to pass.  Jesus took 40 days to show himself alive to the disciples and they took and extra ten days after that to pray.  Acts 2:2 opens up with and suddenly….
· Get in position and God will affirm his approval with the endowment of His POWER!

· When God’s presence comes it will fill every open and empty place.  If your life is empty it is a sign that you have not been filled!  In his presence is FULNESS of joy. Ps. 16:11
· Notice the sequence of the filling.  Verse 2 says that the Spirit filled the house (v.2) then it filled everyone in the room (v. 4).  I simply believe that the Spirit of God can fill a place and not fill everybody in the place if that person does not have an open and receptive heart.

· When the house is filled and the people are filled, it will always result in a unique SOUND coming from your life and ministry.  God is looking for those through whom He can communicate His Sound.  (the winds of change are blowing)  When the wind blows it always represents a shift in the atmosphere.  When God got ready to change the atmosphere, He did it with a shift in the wind!

I. The Sound will first CONFUSE the world.  Acts 2:7-11 The world will always have difficulty adjusting to the language of the church because it is the language of faith, hope, and love.  Matt. 6:24; Gal.5:17
II. Out of their CONFUSION the world will next become CURIOUS.

III. Their CURIOUSITY will cause them to COME. Matt. 11:28 NOTE: when the people come, your miracle may be mocked! Acts 2:12
IV. However, when the people COME it is up to you to COMMUNICATE COURAGEOUSLY. Acts 2:14-16 NOTE:  People may have been the one talking but v. 14 says the disciples were standing with him. Support for each other is always critical when God makes a shift.  WHERE ARE THE ACTS 2:17 MEN AND WOMEN?  God is looking for sons and daughters.  This is not an ordinary designation, for it speaks of relationship, responsibility, and righteousness.  Everyone cannot be a son or a daughter.  Young men see vision because they still have life enough to see it come to pass.  Old men dream dreams because they see what God is going to do even if they won’t live to see it.  NOTE: Martin Luther King Jr.  never said he had a vision because he probably knew he would never live to see what God had shown him, but he called what God showed him a dream.
V. When the word of God is communicated, the heart of the people will be CONVICTED. Acts 2:37 Once Peter preached the men’s hearts were pricked to the point that they asked the first question necessary for a transformation-“What shall we do?”  The sign of successful ministry is people who hearts are broken and submitted to the Lord to the point that they are asking that question.
VI. Once a man is CONVINCED, he is also CONVERTED. Some of us can never turn away from a life of sin because we have not been convinced that God is just who His word declares. The sign of conversion is obedience. The people were baptized.  Acts 2:41
VII. A CONVERTED man is a COMMITTED man.  Acts 2:42-47.  The disciples continued in fellowship, prayer, and the study of God’s word.  Their commitment was shown in that they sacrificed of their personal possessions for the betterment of all in the group.  People who say they are committed to the vision but do not sow into are just sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.  Lastly, committed people draw committed people. V. 47 
